EAAHNIKH AHMOKPATIA

Ynovpyeio Khipatikig Kpiong
xat I[ToAttikn|g IMpootaciag

Ouhia Xpriotou ZtuAlavidn oto Evpwnaiko AvOpwriiotikdé Popoup

TNV UTIOUPYLKA ouvavinon Me Tnv omoia avolav tn Asutépa 20 Maptiou 2023 ot
epyaoieg tou Eupwrnaikou AvBpwriotikol Odpoup (European Humanitarian Forum) otig
Bpu&éAeg pilnoe o Yrmoupydg KAwwatikng Kplong kat MoAwtikng MNpootaociag Xprotog
ZTuAlavidng.

To Eupwrmaiko AvBpwriotiko Dopoup Slopyavwvetat amo tn Mevikr AtlevBuvon MoALTkng
Mpootaoioag kat AvBpwrniotikig BonBetag (DG ECHO) tng Eupwrnaikng Emtponng, oe
ouvepyaotia pe t 2oundikn Npoedpia tou ZupPouliou tng EE, pe otdyo tnv evioxuon tng
ouvepyaoiag otnv mpowbnon  KAWOTOHWV, BLWOWWWVY KAl  ONOTEAECUATIKWY
TIPOCEYYIOEWV YLOL TNV QVTLUETWTTILON TWV TOYKOOULWY 0VOPWTTLOTLKWVY TIPOKANCEWY, TIOU
oAogva Kol avéavovtal.

O K. ZtuAlavidéng onuelwoe KATa tnVv TonoBEtnor tou:
“Dear colleagues,
This year’s European Humanitarian Forum is taking place at a critical geopolitical juncture.

There are ongoing conflicts around the globe. The war in Ukraine, a war in Europe,
continues. The humanitarian space is shrinking. And climate change, climate crisis, has
become a humanitarian crisis!

As a result, humanitarian needs continue to increase dramatically.

The challenge is huge. But our European Union has a moral obligation to stay on the lead
of humanitarian efforts. We cannot abandon vulnerable populations, especially children.
We must remain loyal to our principle of solidarity.

The European Union is the leading global humanitarian aid power. And it must remain so.

To that end, we need to develop a solid humanitarian aid strategy and policies. It's
imperative to go beyond traditional approaches. To adopt a new emergency mentality.
To strengthen our Union’s instruments, namely, the European Civil Protection
Mechanism.
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Business as usual is not sustainable.

This is the framework for Greece’s humanitarian aid policies. From Ukraine, Turkiye and
Syria, to Afghanistan, Pakistan and the Democratic Republic of Congo to name a few.

Allow me to focus, however, on two cases:

Ukraine: It has been a high priority for the Greek government. We have offered financial
and in-kind assistance. And we have contributed to international organizations such as
UNICEF and UNHCR. We will continue to do so.

Turkiye and Syria: following the catastrophic earthquake we mobilized targeted
humanitarian aid. Bilaterally and through the European Civil Protection Mechanism. To
address the immediate needs of the victims. Especially, to establish mobile hospitals.

One of the lessons learned is that effective humanitarian aid means targeted aid.

My colleague Foreign Minister Nikos Dendias and myself visited the affected areas in
Turkiye immediately after the earthquake.

Greece is committed to stand by the affected populations for as long as it’s needed.
Dear colleagues,

At a time of rapidly increasing humanitarian needs and challenges, this Forum provides a
unique opportunity:

e To reaffirm our commitment to the fundamental humanitarian principles.
e Torenew our determination to work together.
e To contribute to our Union’s humanitarian aid goals.

To that end, | am pleased to announce that Greece’s humanitarian aid pledge for 2023
will be around one million six hundred thousand (1,600,000) Euros.

Thank you.”

Yroupyeio KAwpatikig Kpiong kat MoAttikrig Npootaciog
Newd. Kndroiag 37-39, 15123 Mapouaot
TnA: 213 1510186/176/190/969/978, Fax: 213 1510182, E-mail: press@civilprotection.gr

civilprotection.gov.gr
Twitter: @GSCP_GR, Facebook: @CivilProtectionGreece, Instagram: civilprotectiongreece



mailto:press@civilprotection.gr
file:///C:/Users/kleventogianni/Desktop/civilprotection.gov.gr
file:///C:/Users/kleventogianni/Desktop/civilprotection.gov.gr

