EAAHNIKH AHMOKPATIA

Ynovpyeio Khipatikig Kpiong
xat I[ToAttikn|g IMpootaciag

OuAia X. ZtuAavidn oto 8o International Wildland Fire Conference

310 80 Alebvég Zuvédplo «Wildland Fire Conference», mou &te€nxdn oto Mopto tng
MoptoyaAiag, piAnoe o Ymoupyog KAwwatikng Kpiong kot MoAwtikng Mpootaciag, K.
Xpriotog ZtuAlavibng. 2to mAaiclo tou AleBvoug Zuvedplou mapouocidotnkav  Ta
anoteAéopata tnG EkBeong tou OOZA yla tn Staxeiplon Twv SACIKWV MUPKAYLWY OE €val
petafaliopevo kAipa “Adapting wildfire management to a changing climate”. MaAlota,
yla tn Ste€aywyn ¢ €peuvag, o OOZIA ouvepydotnke pe tnv EANGSa, mou amotelel
hotspot tn¢ KALLATIKNAC KploNg, TPOKELUEVOU VA ATIOTUTIWOEL TOUG KLVOUVOUC OAAA KL TLG
TIOAMTIKEC QTTOTEAECUATIKNACG QVILUETWTIONG, HE Epdoaon o Bfpata mpoAnyng,
T(POCAPUOYNG Kal avOekTikoTNTAG. O K. ZTUALOVIONG WIANCE yla TNV avaykn poppoyng
TIOALTIKWYV TIOU TPOwWBOOUV pLa OALOTIKH TIPOCEYYLON AVTLUETWTTLONG TWV AKPALWV GUCLKWY
dawopévwy mou mpokaAolvtal s€attiag TnG KALWATIKAG Kplong. 16lwe¢ twv ododpwv
500wV TUpKAYLWV UPNARC EVTOONG KOL TIOPATETAMEVNG SLAPKELAC, TTOU EkSnAwvovTal
oMo kat 1o ouxva mAéov. MapaAAnAa, mapouciaoe TIG SPACELS KoL TIG TPWTOBOUALEG Tou
avaAapBAavel n xwpo KAg TPOC auTh TV KatevBuvaon, untoypappilovtag -petafl AAAwV-
™V KouBLkR onuooia tng cuAoylkng Spaong, oe €BVIKO, EUPWTAIKO KOL TIOYKOOULO
eninedo.

INUEWWVETAL OTL N oOMia, n omoia mpoPAnBnke oto 2Zuvédplo péow Pivteo,
Tipaypatonolionke ota ayyAwka.

AkoAouBel To urvupa tou Yroupyou:
Dear Minister Ana Abrunhosa (Minister of Territorial Cohesion, Portugal),
Dear Mrs. Jo Tyndall (OECD Environment Director),

Dear Mr. Walid Oueslati (Acting Head of the OECD Climate, Biodiversity and Water
Division),

Dear friends,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Let me start with thanking the OECD for this kind invitation.

It is my pleasure to participate at today’s event which takes place at the occasion of the
8th International Wildland Fire Conference in Porto, Portugal. Unfortunately, prior
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obligations in my schedule did not allow me to be there with you. And | thank you once
again for making it possible for me to be with you virtually — through a video message.This
event is an excellent opportunity to discuss and exchange ideas and best practices so as
to reinforce our collective wildfire preparedness and response. An issue which is of great
importance. The Hellenic Ministry for Climate Crisis & Civil Protection has been actively
involved in this OECD project and Greece has been one of the case study countries in the
OECD Flagship Report. The work done by the OECD was particularly helpful and valuable
for us and the collaboration has been excellent.

Dear friends,

The hard reality is that climate change - climate crisis - is one of the most pressing
challenges for our planet. Maybe the most pressing! It is a multidimensional and
particularly complex issue. Which is causing more frequent and severe natural disasters.
Wildfires, severe floods, droughts, and extreme weather phenomena are the “new
normal”. We feel the consequences every day. In Europe but also around the globe. And
— unfortunately — according to science — these consequences are here to stay. Last
summer showed once again - the hard way - that no country alone can respond effectively
to wildfires. Or any other severe natural disaster. During last year’s fire season in 2022,
we witnessed wildfires - mega-fires - affecting not only the wider Mediterranean Basin —
an area particularly prone to wildfires — but countries in Central Europe too. Apart from
Spain, Portugal, France, and Greece we had the examples of Germany and the Czech
Republic. It once again became clear that the climate crisis is here! The facts speak for
themselves. For the Greek government, tackling climate crisis is very high on the agenda.
The Hellenic Ministry for Climate Crisis and Civil Protection was established in September
2021. And its establishment came after the devastating wildfires — megafires - of summer
2021 in our country. The core feature of the newly established Ministry is the link between
climate crisis and civil protection. A link which | believe is of outmost importance. Because
the climate crisis is already ahead of us. The objective of the Ministry is to meet the new
needs in disaster risk management, as these arise due to climate crisis.

Our main goal is to bridge the traditional approach to disaster risk management - which
focuses on response - with three key pillars:

e Prevention,
e Preparedness, and
e Resilience

This is our new ‘dogma’, which guides all our actions and initiatives. A dogma which we
implemented last year and which we will implement this year too. We want to build our
prevention capacity but at the same time to secure that our response capacities remain
robust and effective. We follow a holistic approach aiming to enhance our adaptation
efforts and strengthen our country’s climate resilience. An approach which puts emphasis
on collaboration and synergies. On a global, European, national, regional, and local level.

Dear Friends,
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There is no doubt that the only way to address the consequences of the climate crisis is
to work together. We must work collectively. To take initiatives and implement
collaborations. With emphasis on prevention and adaptation. Of course, this cannot be
done overnight! This may sound trivial. Or a “cliché”.

But the global, the European and our experience from last year in Greece made clear that:

e increasing preventive measures and structures - in relation to response - is a
gradual process

e Itis not automatic and

e [t cannot be done over-night.

Collaboration and the exchange of best practices between countries is key. In Europe,
the EU Civil Protection Mechanism and rescEU are the most important and successful
instruments of cooperation in the field of disaster management. RescEU in particular has
clearly shown how the European Union can act as a multiplier of national capacities in
emergency response. It has shown how we are stronger together. Greece's assistance
with firefighting aerial means to Portugal, France and other European countries is a
tangible example of this solidarity. Another example of solidarity on the ground is the
“pre-positioning” project which we implemented for the first time last year in Greece.
European firefighters from France, Romania, Germany, Bulgaria, Finland, and Norway,
were pre-based in Greece throughout the summer season and assisted substantially the
local firefighting forces. Collaborating and bringing added value in terms of capacity and
exchange of expertise. This is exactly the path we need to follow. This should be our
compass for enhancing climate resilience and adaptation in the European Union and
beyond. Always, in a structured and flexible framework.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

| once again want to thank the OECD for this excellent project which brought together
experts and policymakers from countries all around the world. A project which promoted
collaboration and the exchange of best practices. A clear example of the type of actions
we need! Greece will continue to support such initiatives. Because the challenge is huge,
and the dilemmas are hard. The cost of inaction is today higher than ever. And in politics,
we have to make difficult choices. Based on our principles. But also grounded on realism
and rationalism.

| wish every success to your event and a fruitful discussion.

Thank you once again.
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