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Itnv mapouciacn tnG mpwtofouliag tou Akktiou Buwolpung Avamtuéng twv
Hvwpévwyv EBvwv (SDSN Global Climate Hub) ywa tnv i6puon kat tTnv amootoAr tou
TIAYKOOULOU EMLOTNHOVIKOU Hub otnv ABrva, Le oKoTo TNV €peuva yla Thv mpootacia
TOU TEPLBAAAOVTOC KOl TNV QVTLUETWILON TNG KAWMOTIKAG allayng, MIAnce o
Yrnioupyog KAtpatikng Kpiong ko MoAwtikng NMpootaciag, k. Xpriotog ZtuAlavidng.

H napouaciaon tou SDSN Global Climate Hub mpayuatonowfnke xteg, 6 louAiou, otnv
Akadnuia ABnvwv, amd tov SLOKEKPLUEVO OLKOVOUOAOYo, emikedaAng tou UN
Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN), KaBnynti tou Maveniotnuiou
Columbia, Jeffrey Sachs, kaLtnv KaBnyrntpla Owkovoutkng Oswpiag kot MoALTtikig otnv
Owovouikn ZxoAn tou OwovoplkoU Mavemotnuiov ABnvwv, cuumpoebpo Tou
Awtoou Aeldopou Avamrtuéng twv Hvwpévwyv EBvwv otnv Eupwrin (UN SDSN) kat
ouunpoedpo tou UN SDSN Greece, kupia @oipn Kouvtoupn.

Itnv oplia Tou, 0 K. ZTUAlavidng UMOypAMULOE T onpooia tng idpuong
EMLOTNHOVLKOU KOMBOU yLa TV KALPATikn aAayni otnv EAAGSa, yeyovoc mou Kabiota
TN XWEO KOG TIPWTOTIOPLAKO KEVTPO £PEUVOC YLO TNV AVILLETWILON TNG KALULOTIKAG
Kplong kot mpowOntr) ™G OUAAOYIKAG SpAcong €vavil TwWV EMUMTIWOEWV TOU
dawopévou. EmutAéov, 0 K. YMOupyog TOVIOE Tt OUMPBOAR KoL TO POAO TOU
Ynoupyeiou KAwpatikng Kpiong kot MoAwtikng Mpootaciag, mpog auth tnv
KatevBOuvaorn, €XOVTOC OTO ETMIKEVTIPO TOU £pyou Tou pia véa oAtotiki ¢pthocodia
Slaxeiplong KLvoUuvwy, ue Eudoaon oTo TpimTuyo «MpoAnyn,
Mpostopaoia/Etolpotnta, AvOEKTIKOTNTA», KABWE KoL TIC OUVEPYELEG -0 £OVIKO,
EUPWTTAIKO KOL TIOYKOOULO ETIMESO- e 08NYO TA ETULOTNOVIKA SeSOUEVA KOL OE OTEVN
OUVEPYOOLA LE TNV ETLOTNHUOVLKN KOWVOTNTA.
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Professor Sachs,
Professor Koundouri,
Dear colleagues,
Ladies and gentlemen,

It is a great honor and pleasure to join you today. At the launch of the Sustainable
Development Solutions Network (SDSN) Climate Hub. My pleasure is even bigger as
its headquarters will be here in Athens! This is a real honor for our country, for this
city. Let me thank Professor Jeffrey Sachs and Professor Phoebe Koundouri for taking
the initiative. And for making this a reality. Congratulations to the both of you!

We all know the important work that Jeffrey and Phoebe are doing all these years for
a greener, for a sustainable future. And we are all grateful to Jeffrey Sachs (my former
professor let me say) for recognizing Greece’s contribution to the efforts to tackle
climate crisis.

Thank you for the invitation. Thank you for including me in this special event.
Dear friends,

The launch of the Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN) Global Climate
Hub is an outstanding global initiative. No doubt, it will greatly contribute to our
common efforts for a more sustainable future. To achieve our commitments deriving
from the Paris Agreement. And which we reiterated in Glasgow, at COP26.

Now, in COP27 in Cairo, we need to develop a road map of implementation. Time is
running out! Climate crisis is a reality. A fact. Extreme weather phenomena become
more and more frequent. More and more intense. All over the globe. No region is left
untouched. Our country, in particular, is located in a climate crisis hotspot. The
Mediterranean is one of the most affected regions. Evidence speaks for itself.

Last month -for example- we were faced with a strange phenomenon: hail and floods
in the north of the country. Forest fires in the South. Last week, more than three
hundred (300) fires broke out. More than forty fires per day. It’s obvious that we are
living in a climate crisis. That impacts our environment, our societies, our lives. And
scientific predictions are more than alarming. So, we need to act. And we need to act
now. Time is of the essence!

Yroupyeio KAwpatikig Kpiong kat MoAttikrg Npootaciag
Newd. Kndroiag 37-39, 15123 Mapouaot
TnA: 213 1510186/176/190/987/969, Fax: 213 1510182, E-mail: press@civilprotection.gr
www.civilprotection.gr
Twitter: @GSCP_GR, Facebook: @CivilProtectionGreece



mailto:press@civilprotection.gr
http://www.civilprotection.gr/

For Prime Minister Mitsotakis and the Greek Government tackling climate crisis and
its repercussions is a priority. Greece is committed to being at the forefront of global
efforts to address the issue.

The launch of the SDSN Global Climate Hub in Athens highlights the role of Greece in
this global effort. And, of course, as a research hub for climate crisis. A knowledge hub.
With a holistic scope. Having the headquarters of this global initiative here in Athens,
will give to the Greek scientific community and policy making institutions a key
purpose: to examine, analyze and propose specific actions. This is truly a recognition
of the high-level expertise of our country’s scientific and research community. Also,
it is an acknowledgement that our country has the scientific capacity to lead and
coordinate projects and actions related to climate crisis.

Ladies and gentlemen,

Every aspect of our efforts to address climate change must be grounded on scientific
data. On scientific knowledge and analysis. This is a prerequisite for an effective
response to the climate change challenges. It is a prerequisite to better understand
climate crisis. To better implement policies regarding biodiversity or civil protection.
After all, the climate crisis and natural disasters are interrelated. And this is something
we cannot ighore.

This is the philosophy, the approach of the new Ministry for Climate Crisis and Civil

III

Protection: Bridging the “traditional”, response-focused risk management approach

with the three key pillars:

e Prevention
e Preparedness
e Resilience.

These pillars are at the “heart” of our approach. They are guiding all our actions and
initiatives. They are an integral part of an efficient risk management. They are the
compass to put into place a more effective civil protection mechanism. A mechanism
which will contribute to enhancing our country’s resilience and adaptability. At the
core of our efforts lies collaboration. Synergies. Because climate crisis is a complex
issue that cannot be efficiently addressed by one country or institution alone.
Cooperation is needed.

- Cooperation with the scientific community. Because effective policies and
action plans can only be based on scientific data and evidence.

- Cooperation with civil society. Because climate crisis concerns all of us. We are
all on the same boat. We must join forces.
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- Cooperation with other institutions and agencies. Because the exchange of
expertise and best practices is key in addressing climate-related challenges.

- Cooperation at national, European and international levels. In the context of
the United Nations and the SDSN Global Climate Hub, or the EU Civil Protection
Mechanism and rescEU.

Dear friends,

| have no doubt that the new SDSN Global Climate Hub here in Athens will greatly
contribute to the international community’s efforts toward a greener future. Including
the efforts of the Ministry for Climate Crisis and Civil Protection to enhance Greece’s
resilience and adaptability to climate change.

Finally, let me congratulate once again everyone involved in this outstanding initiative.
| want to assure you that my Ministry will support the work of the SDSN Global Climate
Hub and your efforts. We consider you our partners!

Thank you for your attention. And | am looking forward to working with you.
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